REMARKS 


Claims 1-7, and 10-12 are pending in the application. Amendments to claims 1, and 10- 
12 have been submitted for entry after final. It is respectfully submitted that the claim 
amendments raise no new issues and would simplify issues for appeal. Favorable 
reconsideration of the application, as amended, is respectfully requested. 

I. REJECTIONS OF CLAIMS 1-7, AND 10-12 UNDER 35 U.S.C. 8 102 

Claims 1-7, and 10-12 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(a) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent No. 5,929,615 ("D'Angelo"). All pending claims are believed to be allowable for at 
least the following reasons. Withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested. 

Independent claims 1, and 10-12 have been amended to further clarify pertinent features 
of the invention. Specifically, the invention defined in independent claim 1 now requires that 
"the switch control circuitry comprises a three terminal bucking DC voltage regulator ... for 
providing a control signal to the switch circuitry," and that "an output of the voltage regulator is 
coupled to the supply voltage node such that a change in the supply voltage varies an output 
current from the voltage regulator, and thereby varies an input current to the voltage regulator 
from which the control signal is generated." All other rejected independent claims, i.e., claims 
10-12 contain recitations similar to those of claim 1 regarding the above-identified voltage 
regulator. Support for the claim amendments is found generally at page 6, lines 10-21 of the 
present specification referring to FIG. 1. Thus, no new matter has been introduced by the 
amendments. In addition, Applicants believe that these clarifying amendments do not raise any 
further issues and should not therefore require further searching by the Examiner. It is 
respectfully submitted that the limitations were inherently present in the previously submitted 
claims, and thus, no new matter has been introduced by the amendments. 

One goal of the present invention is in providing an overvoltage protection circuit for 
interposing between an input voltage and a supply voltage. According to the present invention 
defined in claims 1, and 10-12, a change in the supply voltage (e.g., VCC in Fig. 1) varies an 
output current from the voltage regulator (e.g., an output current from VOUT of Ul in Fig. 1), 
and thereby varies an input current to the voltage regulator (e.g., an input current to VEST of Ul in 
Fig. 1) from which the control signal (e.g., a signal to the gate of Ql) is generated. In short, the 
present invention utilizes switch control circuitry including a three terminal bucking DC voltage 
regulator configured as a voltage controlled current source as claimed. 

By contrast, D'Angelo fails to teach or suggest one of the above-identified claimed features, 
i.e., a three terminal bucking DC voltage regulator configured as a voltage controlled current source. 
As discussed fully in the previous response (filed April 3, 2003), the control unit 44 in the D'Angelo 
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system receives two inputs from the error amplifier 49 and the comparator 50, respectively, each of 
which receives a divided down version of the voltage at VOUT as an input. Depending on voltages of 
its two inputs, the control unit 44 controls its two output voltages to activate or deactivate the PMOS 
and NMOS transistors 34 and 46. See, column 5, lines 31-44 of D'Angelo. 

Importantly, the D'Angelo patent does not teach or suggest that a change in the VOUT 
voltage varies an output current from the control unit 44. Nor does D'Angelo teach or suggest 
that the D'Angelo system varies an input current to the control unit 44. In the D'Angelo system, 
the control unit 44 operates as a conventional controller which varies two output voltages (for the 
transistors 34 and 46) based on two input voltages (from the error amplifier 49, and the 
comparator 50), as opposed to a three terminal bucking DC voltage regulator configured as a 
voltage controlled current source as claimed. In fact, nothing in the D'Angelo patent suggests a 
voltage regulator functioning as a current source, in which a change in a supply voltage varies an 
output current from the voltage regulator, and thereby varies an input current to the voltage 
regulator from which a control signal is generated, as claimed. 

In view of the foregoing, the D'Angelo patent cannot be said to anticipate the present 
invention. Therefore, the inventions defined in independent claims 1, and 10-12 and their 
dependent claims are believed to be patentable over the cited art. Withdrawal of the rejections is 
respectfully requested. 

II. CONCLUSION 

Applicants believe that all pending claims are in condition for allowance, and respectfully 
request a Notice of Allowance at an early date. If the Examiner believes a telephone conference 
would expedite prosecution of this application, please telephone the undersigned at 510-843- 


6200. 


Respectfully submitted, 

BEYER WEAVER & THOMAS, LLP 



Haruo Yawata 


Limited Recognition under 37 CFR § 10.9(b) 


P.O. Box 778 

Berkeley, CA 94704-0778 

Tel: 510-843-6200 
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HUB 0 7 7D03 


BEFORE THE OFFICE OF ENROLLMENT AND DISCIPLINE 
UNITED STATE PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


LIMITED RECOGNITION UNDER 37 CFR § 10.9(b) 

Mr. Haruo Yawata is hereby given limited recognition under 37 CFR § 10.9(b) as an employee of 
Beyer Weaver & Thomas, LLP. to prepare and prosecute patent applications wherein the patent 
applicant is the client of Beyer Weaver & Thomas, LLP., and the attorney or agent of record in 
the applications is a registered practitioner who is a member of Beyer Weaver & Thomas, LLP. 
This limited recognition shall expire on the date appearing below, or when whichever of the 
following events first occurs prior to the date appearing below: (i) Mr. Haruo Yawata ceases to 
lawfully reside in the United States, (ii) Mr. Haruo Yawata's employment with Beyer Weaver & 
Thomas, LLP. ceases or is terminated, or (iii) Mr. Haruo Yawata ceases to remain or reside in 
the United States on an H-1B1 visa. 

This document constitutes proof of such recognition. The original of this document is on file in 
the Office of Enrollment and Discipline of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. 


Expires: November 6, 2003 

Harry Moatz, 

Director of Enrollment and Discipline 
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